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ORDINANCE 

 
AMENDING THE LAND USE CODE BY PROHIBITING THE PLACEMENT OF 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWERS IN ZONING DISTRICTS R-40, R-30, R-18 

AND R-9 
 

CITY OF NASHUA 
 
 In the Year Two Thousand and Ten 
 
 The City of Nashua ordains that Chapter 190 “Land Use” Part 2 “Zoning Districts and 
Supplemental Use Regulations”, is hereby amended as follows: 
 
1. Article III “Base Districts”, Section 190-15 “Permitted uses”, Table 15-1 “Use Matrix” 

delete the struck-through language and add the language in underline as follows: 
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2. Article VI “Supplemental Use Regulations”, Section 190-38 “Communication towers and 

antennae”, Sections A and B delete the struck-through language and add the new 
language in underline as follows: 

 
“A. City-wide tower and antenna location plan. A City-wide tower and antenna location 

plan for all communications towers and antennas anticipated by the applicant must 
be submitted by the applicant prior to or at the time of the application to the 
Planning Board. The planning staff shall review the proposed plan to ensure its  
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consistency with the provisions of Ord. No. O-97-185, and specifically this 
subsection and the purpose statement recited above. Said plan shall then be 
forwarded to the Planning Board with a recommendation from the staff. Upon 
approval of the Planning Board, all antennas shall be installed consistent with said 
plan. Any amendment to the plan shall be reviewed by the planning staff for 
consistency with the original plan, including but not limited to such factors as 
number, type, and location of antennas, and forwarded to the Planning Board with 
any future requests for exceptions based on the plan, along with the recommendation 
of the staff regarding the amendment to the plan. 

B. Standards. No conditional use permitspecial exception application shall be approved 
by the Planning Board Zoning Board of Adjustment unless the communications 
tower complies with the criteria established in Subsections C through L of this 
section. The Planning Board Zoning Board of Adjustment may waive the 
requirements of Subsections C (location) and E (height) to the extent necessary to 
resolve any gap in service where required by the Federal Telecommunications Act of 
1996. The Administrative Officer shall provide notification as required by RSA 12-
K:7(I).” 
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ORDINANCE 

 
AMENDING THE LAND USE CODE AND THE COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS AND 

ANTENNAS ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR GREATER SETBACK 
REQUIREMENTS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS  

 
CITY OF NASHUA 

 
 In the Year Two Thousand and Ten 

 The City of Nashua ordains that Part II “General Legislation”, of the Nashua Revised 
Ordinances, as amended, be hereby further amended as follows: 
 

1.  In Chapter 190 “Land Use” Part 2 “Zoning Districts and Supplemental Use 
Regulations”, Article VI “Supplemental Use Regulations”, Section 190-38 “Communication 
towers and antennae”, delete the struck-through language and add the new underlined language 
as follows: 
 
 “§ 190-38.  Communications towers and antenna. 
 
 ... 

 

A. City-wide tower and antenna location plan. A City-wide tower and antenna 
location plan for all communications towers and antennas anticipated by the 
applicant must be submitted by the applicant prior to or at the time of the 
application to the Planning Board. The planning staff shall review the proposed 
plan to ensure its consistency with the provisions of Ord. No. O-97-185, and 
specifically this subsection and the purpose statement recited above. Said plan 
shall then be forwarded to the Planning Board with a recommendation from the 
staff. Upon approval of the Planning Board, all antennas shall be installed 
consistent with said plan. Any amendment to the plan shall be reviewed by the 
planning staff for consistency with the original plan, including but not limited to 
such factors as number, type, and location of antennas, and forwarded to the 
Planning Board with any future requests for exceptions based on the plan, along 
with the recommendation of the staff regarding the amendment to the plan. 

B. Standards. No conditional use permitspecial exception application shall be  
approved by the Planning Board Zoning Board of Adjustment unless the 
communications tower complies with the criteria established in Subsections C 
through L of this section. The Planning Board Zoning Board of Adjustment may  
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waive the requirements of Subsections C (location) and E (height) to the extent 
necessary to resolve any gap in service where required by the Federal 
Telecommunications Act of 1996. The Administrative Officer shall provide 
notification as required by RSA 12-K:7(I).” 

 
C.   Tower locations. 

… 

(2)  All communications towers must be located the greater of 100 400 feet 
from all lot lines or the towers' height from all lot lines of abutting 
residential properties. 

 
… 

 
E.   Height. The height of towers shall be determined by measuring the vertical 

distance from the tower's point of contact with the ground or rooftop to the 
highest point of the tower including all antennas or other attachments. When 
towers are mounted upon other structures, the combined height of the structure 
and tower shall be used in determining compliance with the tower location 
requirements set forth in Subsection D C above.” 

 
2.  In Chapter 123 “Communication Towers and Antennas”, Section 123-1 “Definitions”, 

delete the struck-through language and add the new underlined language as follows: 
 
“§ 123-1.  Definitions. 
 
The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, shall have the following 
meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
… 
 
COMMUNICATIONS TOWER – Any ground- or roof-mounted pole, spire, structure, or  
combination thereof higher than 50 feet free standing or 15 20 feet from the towers point 
of contact with a roof or water tank, including supporting lines, cables, wires, braces, and 
masts, intended primarily for the purpose of mounting an antenna, meteorological device, 
or similar apparatus above grade.  Television and radio reception antennas, amateur ratio 
transmission antennas, and municipal, state, or federal emergency services antennas are 
excluded.” 
 
3.  In Chapter 123 “Communication Towers and Antennas”, Section 123-4 “Construction 

requirements”, delete the struck-through language and add the new underlined language as 
follows: 

“§ 123-4.  Construction requirements. 

All communications towers and antennas erected, constructed, or located within the City, 
and all wiring thereof, shall comply with the following requirements: 
… 
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I.   Communications towers and antennas shall not be erected in any residentially classed 

district in violation of the following restrictions: 
 

(1)  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the Nashua City Code, the required 
setback from all lot lines for communications towers and antennas not rigidly 
attached to a building shall be equal to the height of the communications tower 
and antenna equal to the height of the communications tower and antenna shall be 
the greater of 400 feet from all lot lines or the towers' height, as defined in NRO § 
190-38 E. Those communications towers and antennas rigidly attached to a 
building, whose base is on the ground, may exceed this required setback by the 
amount equal to the distance from the point of attachment to the ground.” 
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